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is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 
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Megiddo  inean 


“a place of troops,” 
—Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon. 
“a place of God.” 
—Young’s Analytical Concordance. 


Geographically, Megiddo was and is a 
town in Palestine, located at a strategic 
point, demanding heavy fortification; for 
Palestine is the age-old gateway between 
East and West, and the avenue connecting 
North and South. Always, supremacy there 
has been the envy of the world, and the 
prevailing nation has guarded it with a 
jealous cye. The famous pass at Megiddo 
through a solid mountain range is the one 
means by which this avenue between con- 
tinents may be traversed. 

In the spiritual parallel, God is in this 
place with a band of troops. Soldiers are 
equipped for spiritual warfare against the 
forces of evil without and within. “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Eph. 6:12). 
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Children’s “Doings 
A Magazine by Children for Children 
Subscription one year (4 issues) $1.00 
Price per single issue 25 cents 


It’s Clever, Entertaining, Instructive! 





Did you get one new subscriber for 
the Messace last week? If not, why not? 
Try again. Try harder. God may crown 
your efforts with success. 


“The harvest home of God will come 
And after toil and care; 

With joy untold your sheaves of gold 
Will all be garnered there. 


Then day by day along your way, 
The seeds of promise cast 

That ripened grain from hill and plain, 
Be gathered home at last.” 











The Story of JOSEPH 


Kighty-three interesting pages, with full- 
color illustrations. This story is ever new 
to young and old. Price .50 


Bible Story Color Book 
Thirty-two delightful short stories of 
favorite Bible characters, with illustrating 
pictures to color, Size 8% by 11 inches. 
Instructive, entertaining. Price .50 

















Our Calling 


Dear Brother: 

If there is anything we need to realize today 
above all else, it is that there is absolutely 
no affinity between that Heavenly world to 
come and life as we see it, hear and experi- 
ence it in our contact with the present 
world. By God’s standard, the standards of 
the world today are very base. And there 
is an ever-present danger that our own 
attitude becomes tolerant of things as they 
are, that we fail to keep before us at all 
times those examples that we have of higher, 
purer living. And mankind grows steadily 
more immoral, immodest and indecent in 
manner, it is highly important that we take 
a firm grip upon all that is clean, wholesome, 
high and holy, and maintain that grip, for it 
is our life-line. 

We have been called to a new way of life, 
but not until we actually begin to clean up 
do we commence to comprehend the great 
gulf that separates the old from the new. 
Elgin, Ore. J. G. 


A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 


@ It reveals Biblical evidence concerning 
the second coming of Jesus and the estab- 


lishment of His Kingdom. 


@ It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus. 


® It contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist. 


@ It reveals the great moral reforma- 
tion that will follow his appearing. 


@ This booklet describes concisely the 
Battle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 


Send for your copy today. 

64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 
This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 


One dozen copies 50 


Single copies ~ 10 
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Christ’s Pre-existence--Fact or Fable? cu, 


Does the Bible Teach That Christ Pre-existed? 


E HAVE considered the popular conceptions of 
the doctrine of Christ’s pre-existence. Now let 


us study the other side of the picture, the Bibli- 
cal statements on which the religious world attempt to 
build their theory concerning this subject. Outstanding 
among these supposed proofs are the words of John in 
the Fourth Gospel. The book begins: “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the beginning with God.” The 
religious world take from this the meaning that the 
“Word,” which was in the beginning with God, and was 
God, was Christ, as the second Person of the Trinity. 
They see in verse 14 a further prop to this belief that 
Christ pre-existed: “And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace anJl 
truth.” The Word, or second Person of the Godhead, was 
made flesh in the person of Christ, and dwelt with men. 
But let us not jump at a conclusion, let us further examine 
the facts. 

The term translated “Word” in John 1, is the Greek 
word Logos, which authorities claim should have been left 
untranslated. Dr. Moffatt renders the opening verses of 
John 1 employing the term Logos: “The Logos existed in 
the very beginning, the Logos was with God, the Logos 
was divine. He was with God in the very beginning: 
through him all existence came into being, no existence 
came into being apart from him.” Let us determine the 
meaning of Logos. In a footnote in Wilson’s Emphatic 
Diaglott, referring to John 1: 1 and 14 we read: in these 
verses “Logos has been transferred, rather than trans- 
lated. Dr. A. Clark remarks, ‘This term should be left 
untranslated. As every appellative to the Saviour of the 
world was descriptive of some excellence in His Person, 
nature, or work, so the epithet Logos, which signifies a 
word spoken, speech, eloquence, doctrine, reason, or the 
faculty of reasoning, is very properly applied to Him.’...” 

It is historically certain that the word Logos originally 
had the definition just given. 'rom a writer in Hastings’s 
Encyclopaedia (Logos, p. 134, col. 1) under the heading, 
Logos, we read: “The word has a history both in Greek 
philosophy and in Jewish Alexandrian theology. But, 
whereas in Greek philosophy the word means the divine 
Reason regarded as immanent [indwelling]in the cosmic 
process, the authors of the Septuagint use it to translate 
the Hebrew Memva and its poetic synonyms, which means 
primarily the spoken word of the Deity. 

“The earlier books of the Old Testament connect the 
operations of the Memra. with three ideas—creation, 
providence, and revelation. God spake the Word, and the 
worlds were made; then at once His spirit, or breath 
gives life to what the Word creates, and renews the face 
of the earth. The protecting care of God for the chosen 
people is attributed by the Jewish commentaries to the 
Memra. Besides this, the ‘Word of the Lord’ inspires 
prophecy and imparts the Law. The tendency to personity 
the activities of Yahweh is seen in the expressions used 
about the Angel, the Name, the Glory, and, above all, the 


Wisdom of God. Similar language about the Word is 
found in the frequent phrase ‘the Word cf the Lord came 
unto me.’ .. Nevertheless, the personification is through- 
out poetical rather than metaphysical, except in writers 
comp'etely under Greek influence.” 

Let us impress that thought, with the Hebrew writers 
the personification of the Word, the Name, the Glory, the 
Wisdom of God—the Greek Logos—was poetical, not 
metaphysical; nor did it depict a real person. Proverbs 
8 is a classical example of the personification of Wisdom, 
but no sensible man would construe the treatment of the 
term as describing a real person. It was Greek thought 
that made the word Logos, which signifies a word spoken, 
speech, eloquence, doctrine, reason, or the faculty for 
reasoning, to mean a personal being, it is not the original 
meaning of the word. The article in Hastings’s credits the 
First Century Jewish Alexandrian philosopher, Philo, 
with establishing the Platonic philosophy that the Logos 
was a real person, As little by little human philosophy 
entered the picture, and men were more and more turned 
away from the truth to fables, the belief in the deity of 
Christ became more general. 


What World Was Made By Him? 


John 1:19 is cited as proof that Christ pre-existed and 
that the world was made by Him. We cannot accept that 
position as it would contradict the general teaching of the 
Bible. The verse reads: “He was in the world, and the 
world was made by him, and the world knew him not.” 
In a footnote in Wilson’s Diaglott it is explained that the 
Greek word ginomai translated made in John 1:10, 
“Occurs upwards of seven hundred times in the New 
Testament, but never in the sense of create, yet in most 
versions it is translated as though the word was ktizo. 
The word occurs 53 times in this gospel, and it signifies, 
‘to be,’ ‘to come,’ and ‘to become,’ ‘to come to pass’; 
also, ‘to be done or transacted.’ All things in the Chris- 
tian dispensation were done by Christ, that is, by His 
authority, and according to His direction; and in the 
ministry committed to His apostles, nothing has been 
done without His warrant. See John 15: 4, 5, ‘Without 
me ye can do nothing.’ ” And the footnote adds: “Compare 
vs. 7, 10, 16; and John 17:8; Col. 1:16, 17.” We shall 
study this last mentioned text a little later. 

In translating John 1:10 Wilson phrases it thus: “He 
was in the world, and the world was (enlightened) 
through Him; and yet the world knew him not.” In place 
of “the world was made by him,” it would read, “the world 
was (enlightened) through him.” According to Young, 
(Young’s Analytical Concordance) the Greek word trans- 
lated “world” in John 1:9, 10, is Kosmos, meaning the 
order, arrangement of things, the human race. In view 
of the foregoing a crude translation of this verse might 
be as follows: Christ was among the people, and the body 
af Christ, or the “world to come,” came into being 
through Him, yet the world of the unbelievers, even His 
own nation, did not know Him. The Berkeley translation 
uses the very words “came into being through him” in 
place of “was made by him.” This would be in harmony 
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with the general teaching of the Bible. Of this one thing 
we may be certain, John 1: 10 does not teach that Christ 
was present when the physical earth was created. 

In Heb. 1:10 words occur that are construed to be 
evidence that Christ was present when the physical earth 
was created. We do not believe this to be possible. We 
do not believe that Christ existed until born of the Virgin 
Mary, and we do not believe that Heb. 1: 10 contradicts 
this position. We believe we can show that v. 10 refers 
to God as the Creator, and not to His Son Jesus. The 
author of the book of Hebrews begins with “God, who 
at sundry times had spoken to the fathers by the prophets, 
and in recent times had spoken to that generation by his 
Son.” In vs. 83—6 he pictures Christ’s greatness, His 
exaltation by the Father, His sonship by birth—as He was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit—(note there is nothing 
said about His pre-existence). 

Verse 8 reveals the endurance of His throne when once 
established upon earth, and the impeccability of His 
righteous administration. Verse 9 pictures His own flaw- 
less character, His superior accomplishment in holy 
living, and reveals His reward: “therefore God, even thy 
God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy 
fellows.” And there the train of thought about Christ 
ends. Then, referring again to God, there follows a 
quotation from Psalms 102: 25, 26: “And, thou, Lord in 
the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and 
the heavens are the work of thy hands. They shall perish, 
but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old 
like a garment; as a vesture thou shalt change them, and 
they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy 
years shall have no end.” The newer versions place Heb. 
1: 10—12 in quotes. The Knox translation reads: “And 
e'sewhere: Lord, thou hast laid the foundation cf the 
earth” etc. And in a footnote we read, “It is not clear 
why these words should be understood as addressed to 
the Messiah, unless this was suggested by the use of the 
word ‘Lord.’ ” The work which Christ will accomplish in 
the future age, as Father of the “world to come,” the new 
creation, will be the only part He wi!l have in creation on 
this earth. The physical creation of the earth took place 
ages before He was born. 


The New Creation 


The new creation of which Christ will be the head at 
His second coming is beautifully pictured in Col. 1: 15— 
18; and this text, by the way, is a text the theologians use 
to try to prove that Christ pre-existed. “Who is the imoge 
of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: for 
by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by him and for him: and he is before 
all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the 
head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have 
the preeminence.” 

Christ was not the firstborn of every creature of the 
natural creation, but the firstborn of the new creation, 
the “firstborn from the dead.” He is before all things of 
the world to come. He is “the firstborn from the dead: 
that in all things he might have the preeminence.” Paul 
refers again to Christ as head of the new creation in 
Eph. 1: 22, 23 “And hath put all things under his feet, 
and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” 


“Before Abraham Was, I Am” 


Jesus’ words to the Jews are often taken as proof that 
He pre-existed. He said: “Your father Abraham rejoiced 
to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.” The Jews, 
dull of perception—like we often are—answered: “Thou 
art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?” 
They failed to understand that Jesus meant Abraham 
saw His day by the eye of faith. Then Jesus answered, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, 
I am.” He did not say, “Before Abraham was, I was,” 
but “before Abraham was,’ I am.” Jesus is before 
Abraham in the new creation. Jesus was made immortal 
and seated at the Father’s right hand over nineteen hun- 
dred years ago while Abraham is still waiting in the tomb, 
and will not receive his glory until Christ comes and 
resurrects him from the dead, judges and approves him, 
and clothes him with immortality. Jesus was the firstborn 
from the dead, the first to receive the spirit birth, He has 
preceded Abraham by over nineteen hundred years. 

In Hebrews 11, a long list of worthy ones of old are 
enumerated, and of them it is said: “These all died in 
faith, not having received the promises, but having seen 
them afar off.” The faithful of old realized that the 
reward was “afar off,” even to be given at the coming of 
the “chief Shepherd.” So Abraham could rejoice at the 
thought of that day “afar off,’ when the promised inherit- 
ance would be bestowed upon him. 

Another text which is often brought forward to prove 
the pre-existence of Christ is John 17: 4, 5, where Jesus 
said: “I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished 
the work which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which 
I had wi'h thee before the world was.” The word “with” 
is para in the Greek, and is in the dative case. Liddell 
and Scott, in their Greek Lexicon, give its meaning in the 
dative: “A being by the side of any person or thing;... 
before: in the presence of; often of being heard before 
judges.” 

Frem the original it would read: “O, Father, glorify 
me in thv presence; before thee; with the glory which 
I had with thee [by promise] before the world was”’— 
before the “world to ecme.” He had been promised the 
glory, life eternal, and He asked it to be given in the 
Father’s presence, before the “judge of all the earth.” 
Jesus, the firstfruits, the head of the body, had to appear 
before the Father to be judged and rewarded, while we 
shall have to appear before Jesus, the Judge of both living 
and dead. 

If this text teaches that Jesus had been previously 
glorified in the Father’s presence before the literal earth 
was made, that position flatly contradicts John 7: 39, 
that Jesus “was not yet glorified.” 

John 16: 28 is another text that is sometimes adduced 
to unhold the theory that Christ pre-existed, but it lacks 
much of proving it. It reads: “I came forth from the 
Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the 
world, and go to my Father.” Inasmuch as Christ was the 
Son of God. born of the Virgin Mary by a higher law than 
we are familiar with, there is no question but that Christ 
come forth from the Father, the Father sent Him into 
the world, but that doesn’t mean that He sent Him down 
from heaven. We read in John 1:6, “There was a man 
sent from God, whose name was John.” No one susnects 
that he came down from heaven; why then would Christ 
have to come down from heaven to be sent from the 
Father? 
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There is a text in John 6 which is construed to imply 
that Jesus came down from heaven, hence must have 
pre-existed. It reads: “What and if ye shall see the Son 
of man ascend up where he was before?” (v. 62). But a 
close scrutiny of John 6 from v. 50 on, reveals that the 
literal Christ is not referred to, but the spiritual. The 
Logos, or overall teaching of the knowledge of God, is 
called Christ. It is another case of personification. An 
example of the use of this literary device is found in 
John 3:18: “And no man hath ascended up into heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of 
man which is in heaven.” If it were the literal Jesus that 
came down from heaven, how could He be speaking on 
earth, and at the same time be the “Son of man which is 
in heaven’? 

In John 6 Jesus was the living bread which came down 
from heaven. Except they should eat His flesh and drink 
His blood they would have no life in them. His flesh was 
meat indeed, and His blood drink indeed. Could all this 
have been literal? We have neither seen, touched nor 
tasted, any of the literal flesh or blood of Jesus, hence if 
Jesus’ words are to be taken literally we never can have 
future life. 

In v. 63 Jesus gave His listeners the key to what He was 
saying: “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profit- 
eth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life.” Therefore when Jesus spoke 
of the Son of man ascending up where he was before, He 
referred to the spiritual Christ, the life, the truth, and the 
way. 

I Corinthians 10 pictures the spiritual Christ, the Logos 
or divine knowledge which always existed from the 
beginning. Speaking of the fathers in the wilderness Paul 
said: “And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud 
and in the sea; and did all eat the same spiritual meat; 
and did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank 
of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock 
was Christ” (vs. 2—4). Divine knowledge came from 
heaven. What a calamity it would be should it return, 
leaving us frail mortals without God or hope in the 
world! 


Never Despair 


Earth’s winds are sometimes rude— 
Have faith, have fortitude; 
Strength comes with buffetings withstood, 
And peace, in doing all one could. 
Sing everywhere you may, 
Forget the woes of yesterday. 


If losses come to you 
And gains are small and few, 
With courage charge yourself anew— 
What man has done he still may do; 
Press on, be not dismayed, 
He wins whose soul is unafraid. 


So hope shall banish fear 

And fill your heart with cheer; 
Then, whether skies are dark or clear, 
’Tis brave and fine to persevere; 

No victory so sweet 

As that hard wrested from defeat. 


Prayer »s. Praise 


¢¢¢ \UR GREATEST business in life is our daily busi- 
ness with God. God dwells far off from us, but 
prayer brings Him down to our earth and links His power 
with our efforts.” It is like having access to the resources 
of a vast reserve bank. Our heavenly Father is an ever- 
present help in every trial and temptation. He knows our 
frame and remembers that we are but dust. Prayer 
expands the mind, frees it from the shell of human 
limitations and gives breadth and depth to character. 

It is truly a shallow life that feels self-sufficient. But 
reliance and dependence on the Mighty Creator enlarges 
the soul. The man or woman in tune with God does not 
live a dull inactive life. Strenuous exercise is required to 
channel our will as God directs, uniting every emotion 
of mind and affection with His superior will for us. 

“The head of every man is Christ, and the head of 
Christ is God.” So we are actually using our “Head” 
when we implore God’s help. Let us more earnestly use 
this Royal service so we can be numbered with the wise. 

Meditation on God’s Word is a form of prayer, and by 
it we are drawn away from the things of earth and lifted 
from the lower to a higher plane. More godly consider- 
ation of our actions and attitudes means a fuller life, 
getting out of the little circle of self-interest. More habits 
of faith mean a richer life. 

Many who have professed knowledge of the true God, 
fail to implore His help, fail to take Him into their plans 
or consult Him about His plans for them. In their distress, 
they have failed to seek the tranquilizer of prayer which 
would release the emotional tension, by casting all their 
care on Him, and thus learn self-control. 

Whatever circumstances in life tend to cause friction, 
stress or frustration should, upon reflection, draw us like 
a magnet, that much nearer to God. Unless we turn to 
God for help in times when we feel pressed for strength, 
contrary winds of doubt, temptation, or self-interest will 
drive us farther from Him. Prayer puts an end to human 
frustration, bringing an inner strength and reliance on 
God. 

“Prayer is a virtue that prevaileth against all temp- 
tations. Heaven is never deaf but when man’s heart is 
dumb. God hears no more than the heart speaks; and if 
the heart be dumb, God will certainly be deaf. We should 
pray with as much earnestness as those who expect every- 
thing from God; and should act with as much energy as 
those who expect everything from themselves.” 

“Practice in life whatever you pray for, and God will 
give it to you more abundantly.” Prayer unlocks hidden 
resources of strength at critical moments. “Any heart 
turned God-ward, feels more joy in one short hour of 
prayer than e’er was raised by all the feasts on earth 
since its foundation.” Then “when thankfulness o’erflows 
the swelling heart, and breathes in free and uncorrupted 
praise for benefits received, propitious Heaven takes such 
acknowledgement as fragrant incense, and doubles all its 
blessings.” 

We cannot expect the miraculous results that Jesus 
drew from His Father’s help, but we can pattern after 
His confidence of Almighty God’s help. He was so sure 
of it that He could triumphantly exclaim, “I know Thou 
hearest me” and with that melody of praise came the 
answer to His prayer. 

Prayer stimulates reverence, thankfulness and praise; 
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it opens avenues io righteousness. And the righteous 
shall “shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of thir 
Father.” Surely then prayer will be changed to praise, 
but even now, praise walks as a ccmpanion with prayer, 
for deeper reverence brings praise for the Lord’s mani- 
fold blessings. As we see we are, by God’s help, over- 
coming evil, our heart is lifted in praise to Him. When, 
at last, we triumph over sin and receive the reward of 
immortality, our hearts will burst with thankfulness and 
praise for even then “our Father’s full giving is only 
begun.” 





The Garden 


“I planted a garden one sunshiny day 

And marked well each fAswer bed there. 
I pictured a wonderful bower in May, 
And rejoiced that my world would be fair. 


As each tiny seedling sent forth its head, 

I nurtured and watered it well, 

And covered them oer when chilling winds sped, 
Yet deep was the woe that befell. 


Tho I'd marked each plct with the name of the seeds 
And planned the most wonderful bower, 

Instead of the blossoms came thistles and weeds; 
I'd mistaken such seeds to be flowers. 


So oft did I sow in the springtime of life, 

And hoped that each flower would be fair, 

But they bloomed forth brambles and thistles of stri‘e 
Till life’s garden was bleak with despair. 


Then did I watch and study the seeds, 
Till I knew every weed from a flower; 

I listened to wiser and holier creeds, 
Then planted the seeds of true power. 


For life, as with flowers, the seeds that we sow, 

Be they orchids or brambles or weeds, 

Pay no heed to our hopes, but spring forth and grow, 
Just as we’ve planted the seeds.” 


The Master will tell us the seeds we should sow, 
Seeds of truthfulness, mercy and love, 

Then water them well with the Word. and they'll grow 
Till our hearts fill with peace from above. 





There is ncthing in the world that tears down and destroys 
like destructive talk. 

Destructive talk lowers morale, depresses the spirits, and 
makes everybody blue and discouraged. How can we climb 
up when we are thinking and talking down? 

On the other hand, constructive talk builds up. It builds up 
morale, raises our spirits, gives us new energy, inspires us 
to do the impossible. 

* i: ob oe oe 

No one can expect to accomplish anything great when he 

is not king of himself. 





Garner up pleasant thoughts in your mind, for pleasant 
thoughts make pleasant lives. 


Conduct, Not Nationality 


N CONSIDERING our subject for today, we should 

keep in mind the key requisite of the Almighty God 
of Heaven: “Obey and live; disobey and die.” This requi- 
site is one which must be adhered to and which, if we 
accept the first proposition, requires all the mind, might 
and strength of any person. 

God is dealing with the heart, and when we realize 
that our nationality gives us no advantage in the race 
for eternal life, we will work with a deep sense of humility 
and awareness that the only true nationa‘ity is that cf 
God’s future nation of justice and righteousness. 

Blood tests of the various nationalities have shown 
that the blood is constituted the sam2 in all races. Color 
or outward appearance does not chinge the mental or 
moral abi ity of any race of people. 

The nation in which we live was formed a3 a free nat’on 
to all people regardless of nationality. To go still further, 
it was in this country that the saving truth of God’s Word 
was exhmed from the rubbish of ages; it cxists today in 
its ancient purity and is free to al] and will enligh en 
any mind that is willing to accept it wih reason and 
godly fear. 

At one time the Jewish nation was a favored nation. It 
was not favored because of the nationali:y of the people, 
not because of any racial advantage, but because the peo- 
ple of that nation were a God-fearing people. Proof of 
this lies in the fact that the Jews as a nation were later 
rejected because of their turning away from godly ways, 
and the people of God were mainly Gentiles. The Word 
of God had called out of the Jewish nation practically all 
who were willing to enter into covenant and keep God’s 
ecmmandments. Afterward it called and still is calling 
out of the Gentiles, all who are willing to engage in the 
same spiritual warfare against sin. If a Jew is saved, he 
must beccme a Jew inward'y; if a Gentile is saved, he 
must become a Jew indeed. Both must beccme new crea- 
tures. 

And so it is with other nationalities aside from the 
Jews. Racial prejudices are only a part of this present 
evil world which shall pass away. It remains that right 
eonduct is what will make a Christian of an individual. 
It would not be just for the Almighty to choose, uncondi- 
tionally, any particular nationality regardless of the char- 
acter of the individuals. It is character that He is after, 
and He will have it as the consummation of His plan. 
He demands of us a complete change of life, as expressed 
in the words of Paul, “If any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature” (II Cor. 5:17). His principles are also set 
forth in Acts 10: 34, 35, “Then Peter opened his mouth, 
and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter 
of persons: but in every nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.” 

If we wou!d be Christian men and women we will so con- 
duct our lives that we sha!] be worthy of singing the new 
song with the people who have been redeemed out of 
other kindreds, tongues, peoples and nations because they 
conducted their lives according to the standard of God’s 
Word. 





Look for joy expectantly, and you usually find it 
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Lost--By a 
Hair sbreadth 


WO AMBITIOUS young men had their eyes on the 

White House. From the giant Russia to the tiniest 
nation of earth’s farthest corner, all recognize the White 
House as the official residence of the President of an out- 
standingly great world power. Other nations have been 
great. Other nations have excelled in one factor or 
another; but none have equalled the excellence cf our own 
United States. It is a land of freedom—freedom to wor- 
ship, freedom to speak, freedom to work; a land of 
unprecedented prosperity and p'enty; a land of peace and 
good will. No one can doubt this policy of peace and good 
wil’, for in the past fifteen years the United States has 
actually given eighty less-fortunate nations, nearly 
eighty billion dollars—and the g'fts continue. 

To lead and head such a nation, most men would shrink. 
Only the bravest of the brave would aspire to such a 
colossal responsibi'ity. But these two men were not on'y 
willing, but determined to risk everything to attain it. 
One had spent practically all cf his mature life aspiring 
to the presijency, and enlisted the he'p of the members 
of his family and friends to win. The other, as Vice- 
president, also had spent a number of years in strenuous 
preparation, travelling many thousands of miles visiting 
heads of other nations to fit himself for the job he hoped, 
one day, to attain. Both had graduated from universities; 
both had served their country in the armed forces; both 
had served in the U. 8. Senate. Both had spent millions 
of dol'ars of their respective parties’ money for broad- 
casting and other types of publicity. The two candidates 
travelled hundreds of thousands of miles making hun- 
dreds of political speeches; in other words, altogether an 
all-out effort in their endeavor to gain this most cherished 
national and international honor. 

Only one could win—and the story is now told how that 
the defeated candidate lost by only a hair’sbreadth— 
about one quarter of one per cent. Now it can be seen 
that had the loser done only this little thing or some other 
litt'e thing, he could have occupied the White House for 
the n xt four years instead of losing the race by a hair’s- 
bread-h. 

As Christians, we are in a race to obtain a place of 
honor in earth’s future government that will surpass in 
greatness this United States by as much as this earth 
surpasses in size the tiniest atom. We are in a race for 
an office not for a brief four years administration, with all 
its attendant hazards, but for millions of trillions of 
years; an honor not bestowed by a few mortal nations, 
but by countless immortal beings on numerless other 
planets. We are promised not only honor; but honor with 
riches and joys exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, 

The two contestants entered the race fully aware that 
only one could win, and with no guarantee that the 
winner’s life will be extended to perform his brief term of 
office, Yet how they labored! No sacrifice was too great, 
no journey too long, no detail too insignificant. 


We are assured that not just one, but every one that 
will do our heavenly Father’s commandments shall “enter 
in through the gates into the city.” Having this assurance 
from God Almighty, can we, who know His plan for the 
ages, who have been called to become His sons and 
daughters, afford to be less diligent than these two con- 
testants? We have been informed how to become kings 
and priests of God for ages without end, and have been 
given the promise of this life to do the work and the 
attendant protection of guardian angels. 

As soon as the two candidates were nominated, they 
went to work with a will to win. The presidency of this 
country was at stake and they made no delay. They 
enlisted the aid of able and experienced helpers. They 
each planned their attacks against the policies of the 
opposite party. They watched their every action; they 
weighed carefully their every word. The eyes of the 
world were upon them. 

We too, have been nominated to an office, the glory and 
magnitude of which none other is even ccmparable. Can 
we be less ambitious? Can we be less dependent upon 
others for help? Can we be less carcful of owr every 
action? Can we be less cautious of our every word? 

God has been far more merciful to us than we deserve. 
We have lost much time. Sti!l we are given more. We have 
done and said many foolish things, but God will forgive as 
we forsake. We have lingered by the way much cf the 
time that we should have been running. Still God’s mercy 
flows out to us, but it will not always be so. We are 
warned “Now is the day of salvation.” We have no 
assurance of continued life except as we are fearing 
God, and working righteousness. 

We are running for the greatest office ever known to 
mankind. So let us hasten as never before to make our 
election sure that it may not be said of ws: “He lost by a 
hair’ sbreadth.” 


—— 
MISSIONARY ZEAL 


We have cften heard the zealous missionary cry “The 
whole wide world for Jesus.” This, the Megiddo Mission 
Church has refuted through the years. Why? Because 
Jesus Himself said, ““When the Son of man cometh, shall 
He find faith on the earth?” showing the world would not 
be converted to Him, or true religion. That remains to be 
accomplished when Christ comes with power to convince 
and convert. Then will the good news spread till all shall 
know the Lord “from the least of them unto the greatest of 
them, saith the Lord” (Jer. 31: 34). We are now living in 
the “day of small things,” when the path to God and right- 
eousness is “narrow” and “few there be that find it.” 

The following current statement from a Virginia 
editor, confirms the prophecy: 

“The Church for all its growth is actually falling 
further behind in the effort to win the world to Jesus 
Christ. There are more non-Christians in the world today 
than at any time since the Christian movement began.” 





From David, learn to give thanks for everything. 
Every furrow in the Book of Psalms is sown with the 
seeds of thanksgiving. 
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“The Strict School of 


THE CALL for speedier schooling under the Master 
Teacher and His followers, has never been of such 
immediate concern to the Christian as at this very 
moment. The Day of Reckoning draws nearer day by day. 
It behooves every one of us to remember our Creator, 
applying our highest and very best effort to the work 
before He cuts the term short, making it impossible to 
make the Coronation Day in full array. Our decision is 
made; we accepted the rigors of training and now God 
is our Master, Leader, and Commander. He must, of 
necessity, lead us through many difficult and testing 
scenes of action in our daily preparation to meet the 
coming King. Like Paul, who was brimming over with 
zealous love cf the Gospel, we have no time for stopping 
at any time to “confer with flesh and blood.” The hidden 
things of dishonesty should long have been discarded. 
Whatever the afflictions of the moment, the command to 
disregard them is doubly important in this time of pre- 
vailing social upheaval and unrest. In this preparatory 
school, excellent counsel is provided and good under- 
standing, for all who are honestly concerned to reach 
“that far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” 
before closing time. 

God is perfection and perfection He will have. A genu- 
ine character free from blemishes and impurities is the 
demand. Being all-wise, how reasonable that He should 
use different means of affliction to develop by discipline, 
a superior class of workmen, outstanding in their humble 
acceptance of everyday wear and tear. Honor and glory 
He will surely give. We may be as certain of that as night 
follows day. However, let us never forget that every 
dimension of our natural being must be completely made 
over, burned out in the severe school of threshing and 
grinding, by the circumstances that are with us and 
around us. And if not downed in the trying process of 
elimination, in due time as vessels of spiritual under- 
standing, we shall fit perfectly into the eternal pattern 
prepared from the beginning of time. 

Though troubled on every side by fierce temptations, 
the tools of construction are not to be toyed with, set 
aside, or employed to the detriment of our souls. 

What must be done needs to be done in the period of 
favorable opportunities. Whoso is wise will discern and 
do. To such, all situations are a constant school of 
learning. Adopting a cheerful confidence each day, each 
hour, each moment they will muster every ounce of 
determination to drive through the narrows of difficulty, 
wresting an anchoring faith. They believe, after all is said 
and done that God is the Author and Finisher of every 
perfect life. What, if for the time being our souls are 
wrapped in the struggling grip of sevenfold heat? All of 
God’s children must experience the refining pressure of 
discipline while life is holding out. Every suffering, 
bravely endured, is a lesson learned, that “tribulation 
worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experi- 
ence, hope.” 

Fleshly foes are here to sting and bite, but not to over- 
ride unless we calmly consent; rather, the stimulated 
forces of conquest are thus nerved to triumph. Goliath 
proved to be a bold and a defiant block to the Israelites 
in the time of the provoking Philistines, yet by the power 
that keeps all men within their limits, he was subdued 


Practical Expevience 


and cast out. David triumphantly confronted his towering 
foe “in the strength of Jehovah.” 

We, too, in the name of the same power must surge 
onward and over with positive resolution, certain that to 
him of strong faith and earnest works every mountainous 
obstruction is movable. If our lives and wills are yielded 
to our Schoolmaster in obedient submission, softly as 
clay in the potter’s hand, earthly conflicts die, while 
worldly fascinations come to lose their lure and shrivel 
to nothing under the dominant spirit of insurmountable 
determination in the fight to win! 

For many faithful examples of patient endurance of 
suffering, we can benefit by reading the prophets, and 
find what made them scorn their afflictions as light. To 
begin with, they possessed a rare faith so hard to find in 
our day and they never allowed the magnificent reward 
to lose its appeal. Abraham, we are told, “went out not 
knowing whither he went.” But full of trust He went, and 
by God’s heavenly light came to know the meaning of his 
sojourn in a strange country. The result: God promised, 
“And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed because thou hast obeyed my voice” (Genesis 
22: 18.) 

Job’s remarkable patience when contending in the 
Lord’s name revealed how persistently he clung to the 
promises seen as yet afar off. Though dark and gloomy 
were the suggestions of his friends to curse God and die, 
he moved not. “So the Lord blessed the latter end of 
Job more than the beginning” (Job 42: 12). 

Daniel, on the pages of Biblical history, is a familiar 
figure to all. Life just began to unfold to him when he 
was forced into captivity in a foreign country, for the 
transgressions of his people. Did he lament and raise a 
protesting voice against such a seemingly heartless fate? 
Did his tender heart shrink with fear and foreboding of 
the uncertain future and crumple in the dust of despair? 
We have no such record. His long and uncompromising 
battle with the surrounding evils and evil doers in 
Babylon’s courtly halls caused the angel of the Lord to 
say, “Fear not Daniel, thou art greatly beloved.” All 
because he could not, neither would he lower himself to 
the level of the heathen to disregard the teachings of His 
God, to practice the easy “lying down life” of the pagans. 
A less stalwart character would not have been the proper 
support to the three Hebrew youths associated with him 
in his great moral affliction. His reputation for courage 
under the pressure, of a life-long battling career is for 
young and old to seriously consider. 

This day of man’s rule is waning; jarring sounds of 
the crumbling of the foundations of evil are ominously 

eginning to rumble in the distance, and soon a burst of 
heavenly light will come announcing the coming of the 
Lion of the Tribe of Judah. Therefore whatever the train- 
ing involves, wherever it be pleased to lead, and however 
tedious the process, faith is the sustaining power in the 
final shaping of every worthwhile character. Faith born 
of heroic confidence under trial is unmovable, keeping 
the Christian fastened to the post of duty when tribu- 
lations would threaten to overthrow him into the waves 
of self-pity and the giving up of his pursuits in the 
strict school of practical experience. 

In full surrender, closely attuned to our Maker 


, Symp- 
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toms of distrust and discouragement will vanish like the 
mist before the sun. And we can say once more—come 
what may—winds or waves; turmoil or thunder; “raven- 
ing wolves” or “roaring lions”; we will, God helping us, 
finish the course, that in the finishing date we may stand 
with the graduates, and move happily on into the next 
age of joy unspeakable and full of glory. 





The Example of Samuel 


E ARE ALL familiar with the early life of Samuel; 

how he was given to the service of the Lord and 
served in the temple with Eli. We know, too, how the Lord 
had spoken to him and how after the fall of Eli’s house 
Samuel became a seer and judged Israel. His life had 
been well-lived in service to his people and God, yet his 
greatest virtues are manifested in his old age. Israel 
desired a king. Samuel was opposed to this, yet listen to 
him as he lays down his office: 

“Behold, now, I am old and gray-headed: and I have 
walked before you trom my childhood unto this day. 
Behold, here I am. Witness against me before the Lord. 
Whose ox have I taken? or whose ass have I taken? or 
whom have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? or of 
whose hand have I received any bribe to blind mine eyes 
therewith? And I will restore it to you. And they said, 
Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed us, neither 
hast thou taken aught of any man’s hand. And he said 
to them, The Lord is witness. And they answered, He is 
witness.” 

Samuel had lived a good life and had judged Israel 
well, but when Saul became king he retired into relative 
obscurity. The noblest thing, in some respects, in all 
Samuel’s noble life was the way he took the Providence 
of God in the establishment of the monarchy. The 
monarchy was a great innovation. It was a great revo- 
lution. And even more than that, it was a complete repudi- 
ation, not of Samuel’s own life, yet of his office and his 
order, which are sometimes dearer to a man than life 
itself. Everything was quite against the prophet’s taking 
kindly to the thought of the new monarchy. Samuel’s past 
life had been spent in purifying Israel, but when he saw 
that God permitted a kingdom to be established, the 
great man unhesitatingly and graciously yielded to the 
will of God and the will of Israel, and cast in his lot with 
the new dispensation. This man of God had a great 
struggle with himself to do it; and he did not hide 
that struggle from Israel. But, that struggle over, Saul 
had no such other loyal and faithful friend as Samuel the 
faithful judge. The State and Church of Israel were to 
have Samuel’s services to the end. Whatever there was 
of the old order that was worth preserving and carrying 
over into the new, Samuel would do his best to do it. He 
would use his best influence with man and God to support 
the new kingdom though someone else was now ruling. 

Only a great and noble man can act that way. It takes 
the very finest natures to pass over from one generation 
to the next and to work in the new generation as they 
worked in the old. It was done splendidly by Samuel. No 
amount of talent, of loyalty, of humility, can balance the 
weight of mature experience as a heritage to the new and 
rising generation. And there probably is not a better 
example in history, sacred or profane, of this large- 
hearted and public-spirited wisdom than Samuel the 


prophet, judge, and now the chief counselor of Saul. 

But Samuel did more. He looked to the future. When 
He could no longer help with state affairs he proceeded to 
train men to take responsibility in the religious life of the 
people. He established what was called the School of the 
Prophets. We owe much to S.muel for this effort, for 
such men as David, Gad, and Nathan, and many of their 
successors are unquestionably the direct result of 
Samuel’s work. Though Saul’s kingship was a failure, the 
throne of Israel was destined to stand, and Samuel was 
determined that the successors to the throne would have 
the best help available to carry on the work and preserve 
the nation. Samuel did what he could to insure that there 
would be an estate of earnest-minded men who should 
exercise watchful care over the spiritual needs of the 
people. 

But the crowning portion of Samuel’s life was his life 
of prayer. It was written, “Moses and Aaron among his 
priests, and Samuel among them that call on his name.” 
This was as much as to say that Samuel stands at the 
head of all the men of prayer in Israel, just as Moses 
and Aaron stand at the head of the prophets and priests 
in Israel. When Samuel was superseded he said: “As for 
me, God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in 
ceasing to pray for you.” This was the prophet’s godly 
attitude as he relinquished his full authority in the nation 
of Israel. Samuel, then, among them that pray for their 
enemies. Samuel among them that are displaced 
after a life-long service. Samuel among them that cease 
not to pray for the prosperity of those who have taken 
their place in the world and in the Church, and in the 
hearts and mouths of the people. Samuel among them who 
have such a pure heart that nothing will ever turn their 
heart to gloom, or bitterness, or discontent, or retaliation, 
or to anything else, but to still more prayer. 

Such then, was some of the interest the Lord had paid 
to Hannah for the early loan of Samuel her son. The Lord 
is the same yesterday, today, and forever. What He has 
done for Samuel He can do for us. There is much we can 
learn from his life, as well as from that of the honored 
kings we alluded to, David, Hezekiah, Josiah. For the 
one thing that stands out strongly in their characters that 
led to their success was their humility. Let us then search 
our hearts, and seek the Lord with all our hearts that it 
may be well with us. 





SUCCESS FOR THE DILIGENT 


There’s always a river to cross, 
Always an effort to make, 
If there’s anything good to win, 
Any rich prize to take; 
Yonder’s the fruit we crave, 
Yonder the charming scene; 
But deep and wide with a troubled tide, 
Is the river that lies between. 


For the treasures of precious worth, 
We must patiently dig and dive, 
For the places we long to fill, 
We must push and struggle and strive; 
And always and everywhere, 
We'll find in our onward course, 
Thorns for the few; and trials to meet, 
And a difficult river to cross. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing 
thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, 
the holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt honor him, not 
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor 
speaking thine own words: then shalt thou delight thyself in 
the Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places 
of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it” (Isaiah 58: 
13, 14). 


Here we have a very definite promise by the great 
Eternal, of blessings that can be ours. But like all other 
promises by Him, they are conditional. He will do cer- 
tain things for us if we will meet certain obligations on 
our part. This promise embraces features which at once 
recommend it to the modern man: travel and good food. 
Nearly all of us enjoy going places, even though much 
inconvenience and fatigue may accompany our prepara- 
tion as well as the journey itself. And whether we choose 
to travel by air, by highway, by rail, or by water, the ele- 
ment of danger must enter into it. We may never reach 
our destination alive or escape severe injury. 

But what the Almighty offers is free from the possibil- 
ity of any such hazards. Accidents and failure have no 
part in His scheme of things. Take, for example, the 
orderly movements of the visible universe. Through zeons 
of time the heavenly orbs have been rotating on their 
axes and around one another without one mishap or 
collision. We have the assurance by Jesus that those ac- 
counted worthy to inherit the world to come shall be 
equal to the angels, neither can they die any more; and 
not only so, but they can experience no suffering, pain 
or tears (Luke 20: 35, 36; Rev. 21: 4). 

Now how about the extent of our pleasure trip; shall 
it be a trip around the world once, twice, or three times? 
The promise is, “I will cause thee to ride upon the high 
places of the earth.” This suggests a trip over the earth 
rather than simply around it. And the idea of height im- 
plies power and authority will accompany us as we ride. 

From Isaiah 40:31 we learn what our mode cf travel 
shall be: “But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings [power] 
as eagles.” The Almighty has been working through all 
eternity past, and it is reasonable to suppose He has 
much to show for His work, many magnificent sights in 
other worlds to display to His worthy children. Scme day 
He will show us all this if faithful. Yes, indeed, the prom- 
ise is, “To him that ordereth his conversation aright will 
I show the salvation of God” (Ps. 50: 23). 

Will it not be ecstatic delight to meet people who have 
lived for millions and billions of years, to view at first 
hand the beauty and variety of created things on worlds 
where God’s finished handiwork is displayed? But even 
greater will be the pleasure to get an insight into the 
eternal laws that have made all these things possible. 

And now for a thought about the “feast of fat things” 
prepared for us. “I will feed thee with the heritage of 
Jacob thy father,” and we can be assured that food will 
be good. In our mortal state food is indispensable, for it 


sustains life. In the world to come food also will be in- 
dispensable. That food not only will sustain but give life 
as well. “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the 
tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God” 
(Rev. 2:7). That tree is knowledge, wisdom; the eating 
of its fruit will give immortality, the knowledge of how 
to perpetuate our existence and live eternally. Verse 17 
refers to this super-food as “hidden manna.” For years 
men have sought for some literal food that would prove 
the elixir of life but never have found it, and never can. 

It cannot be expected that an All-wise God will per- 
petuate anything not worthy of perpetuation, The fact 
that human beings have been given life and intellect far 
superior to the brute creation does not automatically 
classify them as worthy of perpetuation. For this reason 
the secret cf the life-giving fruit is hidden; it is reserved 
for those who make themselves worthy. 

We learn the Eternal demands that we honor Him by 
not doing our own ways, nor finding our own pleasure, 
nor speaking our own words. Honor as now bestowed by 
one human being upon another ofien is nothing more 
than an empty gesture, high sounding words with no 
real appreciation back of them. Such honor is only abomi- 
nation to the Almighty. Our Master, speaking the words 
of His Father, said cf the professors of His day, “This 
yeople draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 
honoreth me with their lips; but their heart is far from 
me” (Matt. 15:8). Honor to be acceptable must take the 
form of recognition of His divine authority and complete 
submission to His leading. 

Not doing our own ways. Freedom of action is one of 
the freedoms sought by all liberty-minded people, but 
freedom to do as we please, literally interpreted, would 
mean anarchy. There would be liberty to kill, to steal, 
to plunder. Hence for our own good and to preserve order 
we submit to the rule of law, to liberty with restraint. 
This same logic should be applied to the Christian life. 
To obtain the measureless blessings of the world to come 
we should expect to have to make some sacrifice now; 
to gain the greater freedom, submit now to discipline. 

Not speaking our own words. Quite naturally we feel 
our tongue is our own and we can use it as we please, but 
not so. Our tongue must be kept under control, bridled, 
its use circumscribed so every word spoken will be to 
God’s glory and honor. This forbids its use in speaking 
falsely, in speaking angry words, bitter words, profane 
words, in jesting, joking, foolish talking, and just plain 
gossip. The divine command is, “Let your speech be al- 
ways with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know 
how ye ought to answer every man” (Col. 4:6). 

We also are forbidden to find our own pleasure on His 
holy day. To the surface reader the terms “sabbath” and 
“holy day” refer to one day out of seven, but that is not 
the case. True, the Almighty saw fit to arrange that one 
day out of seven should be set apart to assemble together 
and hear the gospel preached, and that upon that day 
secular duties be laid aside and the time especially de- 
voted to reading and study; but in a broader sense it 
covers all our lifetime as a Christian. To be a Christian 
n one day and forget God all the rest of the week would 
not be acceptable with Him. “Behold, now is the accepted 
time: behold, now is the day of salvation,” said the Apos- 
tle (II Cor. 6: 2). Our day of probation is to us His holy 
lay, this is the Sabbath day in which we must keep our- 
selves pure from every form of evil; rest from our own 
works, as Jesus did from His. 





Questions and Answers 


“What Tribe do the Jews as a people arrive from? Are they 
from the Tribe or house of Judah, or from the Tribe or house 
of Israel?” 


They are from the Tribe of Judah. Judah was one of 
the twelve sons of Israel. The house of Jacob, or Israel, 
as he was later named, could in a way be called a tribe. 

Actually the twelve tribes take in more than his 
twelve sons. According to the arrangement in the wilder- 
ness, under Moses, the Tribe of Levi were given charge of 
the service of the tabernacle. It was the duty of each 
of the remaining eleven tribes to provide a living for 
the Levites. Hence when the land was divided to them by 
lot, Levi was not given inheritance among his brethren. 
Joseph, being separated from his brethren during the 
years of his slavery, imprisonment, and premiership in 
Egypt, his offspring was not known as the Tribe of 
Joseph, but rather as the tribes of Manasseh and 
Ephraim, his two sons. Hence the two tribes, Levi and 
Joseph, were not reckoned with the twelve tribes, and 
Manasseh and Ephraim were added. 

Israel’s offspring as a clan were known as Israelites 
or Hebrews. When the Hebrew nation developed into a 
monarchy during the time of Samuel, a kingdom was 
and Solomon, reigned 40 years each. After the death 
established that lasted for 120 years. Kings Saul, David, 
of Solomon ten of the Tribes broke away from the house 
of David and established a kingdom of their own which 
was known as the Northern Kingdom, or Kingdom of 
Israel. Of the two remaining tribes, Judah and Benjamin, 
Judah was the foremost, hence the two-tribe kingdom 
was known as Judah. In the course of time the Judahites 
were called Jews. The first time the name Jew occurs in 
the Bible is after the Exile, in the time of Queen Esther. 
Mordecai, Esther’s cousin, is referred to as a “certain 
Jew.” This was about 520 B. C., or about twelve centuries 
after the death of Jacob. 





“What Tribe are the Gentiles from, I mean the English 
speaking people, which includes America and England?” 


Considerable effort has been made in recent years by 
many scholars of Bible and secular history to identify the 
ten lost tribes of Israel. Claims are made that descendants 
of these tribes are to be found in the English speaking 
people of Britian and the United States of America. It is 
claimed, too, that the British throne and its monarchy are 
direct descendants of the kings of Israel. To be sure, these 
claims make an interesting story, but the question arises, 
as always, Is it true? 

With our present knowledge of the subject, due to the 
limited information supplied, we cannot support this 
theory. It may be true that these two great nations, 
Britain and U. S. A., are highly favored and that God 
may be using them for a purpose, but to make the positive 
claim that they are descendants of Israel is without 
Scriptural support. ; 

The Biblical account of the last days of the northern 
kingdom of Israel which consisted of ten tribes is given 
in II Kings 17. Because they had persisted in their wicked- 
ness and would not repent, God finally sent the king of 
Assyria against them and besieged Samaria three years 
and then carried Israel captive into Assyria and placed 
them in the cities of the Medes. The sacred historian 
states: “So was Israel carried away out of their own land 
to Assyria unto this day” (verse 23). 
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Evidently some of each tribe either remained behind 
or later returned, for we are told that when Hezekiah 
king of Judah held a passover he sent posts “from city 
to city through the country of Ephraim and Manasseh 
even unto Zebulon” inviting them to the passover (II 
Chron. 30:10, 11). Some mocked, but some from Asher 
and Manasseh and Zebulon humbled themselves. 

Some of these exiles might have returned with the 
believing captives of Judah after their seventy years of 
captivity in Babylon. We read of Anna, a prophetess, of 
the tribe of Asher, who was present when Mary and 
Joseph presented Jesus in the temple (Luke 2:36). As 
nations, Israel and Judah were both rejected and God 
turned to seek a holy nation, chosen out of all those who 
would obey Him from every nation on earth. 

Though the identity of the tribes is lost the promises 
to Israel shall be fulfilled, and this Israel is spiritual 
Israel or the Church. It cannot be said that the Church 
originated on a certain particular date, as Peter’s con- 
fession (Matt. 16:16, 17), or at Pentecost (Acts 2). It 
began even long before the few disciples obeyed Jesus’ 
call of the Kingdom; it began with the longings of the 
Old Testament prophets and patriarchs for a true Israel 
of God. These prophets maintained a confidence that out 
of the tragedy which would befall natural Israel a right- 
eous nucleus of spiritual Israel would emerge which would 
be truly the people of God and which would inherit the 
promised Kingdom and dominion, 

The prophets had this vision clearly and wrote of it. 
Jeremiah foresaw a new Israel with whom God would 
make a new covenant (ch. 31:31—384), and Ezekiel 
described his vision of a resurrected nation (Ezekiel 37). 

The New Testament writers hail the Church as the 
true Heir of Israel’s hope. A man is not an Israelite 
simply because he boasts that he is Abraham’s seed (Rom. 
9: 6—8), nor is he a Jew just because he is circumcised, 
but he is a Jew who in his inmost heart has surrendered 
himself to God (Rom. 2: 28, 29). Israel is pictured as an 
olive tree, some of whose branches have been broken off 
because of unbelief, and others grafted in (Rom. 11:17 
—19). The Church is called the true Israel of God (Gal. 
6: 16), and all who are Christ’s are Abraham’s seed and 
heirs of the promises (Gal. 3: 29). 

James spoke of the Church as the twelve tribes of 
Israel (Jas. 1:1). Peter calls the Church the “chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation” whose mission is 
to declare the wonderful deeds of God who has called 
them out of darkness into the light (I Pet. 2:9, 10). As 
in Old Testament times the prophets referred to Israel 
as the wife whom their Maker has husbanded (Hos. 1—3; 
Jer. 3: 1—5; Isa. 54: 4—7), so the Church is the Bride of 
Christ (Eph. 5: 22—33; Rev. 21: 2, 9—11). It is, in fact, 
more. It is “the body of Christ” (I Cor. 12:27), or as 
Jesus Himself taught, the Church is the branches of the 
vine which is Christ (John 15: 1—4). 

This, and much more, drives us to the conclusion that 
the tribes of natural Israel no longer have any significance 
with God, and that God’s concern is for the Church, the 
“twelve tribes” who serve God “instantly day and night” 
(Acts 26: 6, 7). And whether a natural Israelite by birth 
or a Gentile, with God there is no distinction. One is as 
cood as the other. Only character is weighed with Him 
and as men learn God’s law and become obedient to all 
that He requires they have the promise of becoming His 
children and inheriting the blessings promised. 
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Kind “Words 


Drop a pebble in the water, just a splash! and it is gone, 

But there's half a hundred ripples circling on, and on, and on, 
Spreading, spreading, from the center, flowing out into the sea, 
And there is no way of telling where the end is going to he. 


Drop an unkind word, or careless--in a minute it is gone, 

But there’s half a hundred ripples circling on, and on, and on, 

They keep spreading, spreading, spreading, from the center as 
they go, 

And there is no way to stop them, once you ve started them to 


How. 


Drop an unkind word, or careless--in a minute you forget, 
But the little waves are flowing and the ripples circle yet; 


. ° , 
For perhaps in some sad heart a mighty wave of tears you ve 
stirred, 


Or disturbed a life, all happy till you dropped that unkind word. 


Drop a word of cheer and kindness, just a splash! and it is gone, 
But there’s half a hundred ripples, circling on, and on, and on, 


Bearing hope, and joy, and comfort, on each splashing, dashing 


wave, 
Till you couldn't tell the volume of the one kind word you gave. 


Drop a word of cheer and kindness, in a minute you forget, 

But there's gladness still a-swelling, and there’s joy a-circling 
yet, 

And you've rolled a wave of comfort whose sweet music can be 


hea rd, 


Over miles and miles of water, just by dropping a kind word. 











